Biosecurity for Scotland’s
seabird islands
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Q What this is about

*  Why biosecurity matters for seabirds
* Biosecurity on Scotland’s seabird islands: past,

present and future...



& Why biosecurity matters for seabirds

Scotland’s islands are home to globally significant populations of

seabirds — and they are in trouble.

Scotland’s seabird indicator populations have declined by 49%
between 1986 and 2019.



& Why biosecurity matters for seabirds

These declines are driven by climate change and declines in food

supply, by-catch in fisheries, and invasive non-native predators.
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& Why biosecurity matters for seabirds

Invasive Non-Native Mammalian Predators
All may predate on seabirds, their chicks, and their eggs.

Feral Cats Rats Mice Mink Hedgehogs Stoats

Burrow-nesting seabirds are especially vulnerable to them.






& Why biosecurity matters for seabirds
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& Biosecurity can safeguard seabirds

Prevention
Putting barriers in place to stop predators reaching islands.

Surveillance
Tools to let us quickly detect if a predator has made it to an island.

Incursion Response
Rapidly responding to ensure the predator can’t breed and spread.
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BIOSECURITY PLANNING
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BIOSECURITY IMPLEMENTATION
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* Local to the island(s) or hub

* Contacted at short notice

* Trained to carry out an
incursion response

* Certified in rodenticide use

* Key to biosecurity success
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* Active detection tool
* Used in routine
.,.surveillunce, checks on
high-risk cargo etc.
* Vital asset in an

- incursion response

* Great for advecacy!
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* Continuing in the footsteps of Biosecurity for LIFE in Scotland

e Funded until March 2026
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& Biosecurity for Scotland

* Improving prevention along incursion pathways
* Developing auvtomated early-detection systems

* Strengthening rapid incursion response capacity
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Thank You!
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