Scottish Invasive Species Initiative Project Conference

Invasive non-native species — why they
matter and the importance of control

Francesca Osowska
Chief Executive - NatureScot

‘:. - o %
"‘_.‘ “; e ol

A ",'.i .“‘".;. i i
SN2 N RN

N A S N ” g » ¢ {
e VAT . : > . x ;
- y g . . v i & -
« 3 . — "r - = > s - \ ’ 3 i‘ ’ l\‘l_/ S ~ - ‘v.‘
3 AT : . \ A4 W v s B o v & iy oF m .
v 4 4 h - O | N L) ~ . n ” N -
- ot T~ o X = g - €3 » 5 » e 2
i v . [ S \ : v, : ' F S PR e s :
— \ \ - “ < o By X ® P N . v . <
A P A . . A~ - A . : . W -3 b . W ¥ N
— ¥, B » S - - P J e {
2 Ath ) - - . g ¢ a £ .. . VSR R e A F
) v el AT A 3 " y (= y Y - 5 . 3 o A 3 '.‘."
£ s i & . L RNy i ~ e ST BARSY i Lowhe ¥ L A
®
"1,
¥ ';"‘:'o
¢ i e
v
. ™1 INIDIS Crnttich Inuaciupe Cneripne Initintive




Invasive non-native species




Invasive non-native species are an ongoing and increasingly significant issue

600 - 70
2
G 500 - 60 -
E o 50 - -
400 - 2 .
% S 40 -
=1 300 - s Established non-native ;
L . o 30 —
; 300 4 species g _
N . =z 20
Y5 — e pative ecological or -
I-E 100 /f hurman impact 10 I I II II .
; 0 ———— T T T T T T 1 0-. -. e
(o2} (o2} (o2} [o2] [+2] (o2} D (2] o [+2] o2} (o2} (2] o
L EEEREEER: 88888 FgEEEBEEHEEREECE G
§§§§§§§§§§ 2 2 8 8 8 ¢ 2 2 8 8 8 ¢ 2 2 8 8 8 ¢
chERERERED 2 2 @R K 222K (222K
Freshwater Marine Terrestrial

Number of established non-native species and the number that are designated as having a

negative ecological or human impact against date of first arrival Number of invasive non-native species established in or along 10% or more of Great
Britain’s land area or coastline, 1960 to 2020

 Dramatic increase in number of species arriving, no indication of this trend slowing
 10-12 new species become established in GB each year

* 10% of these will go onto be invasive and challenge us to respond
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Invasive non-native species — impacts (biological, economic and “way of life”
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So, how do we respond? Hierarchy of actions

INVASIVE
AQUATIC
SPECIES

* Prevention —

e Stop arrival of new species by
blocking pathways and good
biosecurity

ooy

* Early detection and rapid response —

* Find invasive species and remove
quickly before established

* Management —

* Response when prevention and early
detection have failed. Expensive!




Impacts are recognised internationally and nationally

Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Global Assessment of
Biodiversity (2019) identified 5 largest direct drivers
of biodiversity loss globally:

IPBES Assessment on Invasive Alien Species (2023)

Changing use of the land and sea especially;
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G Temporal trends in the number of established alien species across taxa

Invasive non-native species. :g ar f s Fishes
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Impacts are recognised internationally and nationally

* Great Britain Invasive Non-Native Species Strategy
(2023 to 2030)

e Scotland’s Biodiversity — It’s in your hands (2004) and
2020 Challenge for Scotland’s Biodiversity (2013)

* Imminent Scottish Government consultation on
Scotland’s Biodiversity Strategy to 2045 will seek 1t In Your Hands
views on approaches and actions to protect our
biodiversity resources — including how we tackle
invasive non-native species

The Great Britain Invasive Non-Native
Species Strategy

2023 to 2030

Date: February 2023
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